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The Kachins are broken up into small communities,
each under its own chief ; which arrangement, as it
gave no central authority to be dealt with, produced
for the British no end of trouble for some years,
each little clan raiding or submitting as it felt disposed.
They are essentially a hill-dwelling people, though
their cultivation is often low down in the plains, and
they divide themselves into two great political divisions,
namely, the Kamsa Kachins who have rulers, and the
Kumlao Kachins who have none, and but rarely
even assemble village councils. There is also a sort
of national division of Kachins into " Khakus," or
Northerners, living between the Mali-kha and Nmai-
kha rivers above the Confluence, and the " Ching-
paw," or southerners, who migrated furthest from the
ancestral home in the mountains of north-east Thibet.

We have seen how the first migration of these
people led them in a small community into what is
now the Hkamti country ; whence, on receiving a fresh
influx of immigrants, they expanded across the Patkoi,
pushing back the Shans in those regions until the
latter, gaining strength in the Pong kingdom, were
in their turn able to thrust the Kachins back but in
the direction of the Mali-kha river, where they were
forced to live until the dissolution of the Shan king-
dom towards the end of the thirteenth century, when
the Kachins again set themselves in motion, migrating
south and south-east. During all this period another
migratory wave of what are now spoken of as Thibeto-
Burmans was gradually advancing down the Nmai-
kha valley further east, and these eventually met the
western stream in the neighbourhood of Myitkhyina
and Mogoung, where they became powerful, ousting